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In brief..

Ian Nepomniachtchi convincingly won the 2022 FIDE Candidates Chess

Tournament and qualified for the World Chess Championship Match.

Magnus Carlsen wins Norway Chess 2022. The 10th edition of the Norway

Chess took place from 30 May – 10 June in Stavanger with participation of 10

world class players.

European Corporate Chess Championship 2022 took place over the

weekend 18-19 June in Rotterdam, Netherlands

The European Senior Chess Championship started on July 4th in Lublin,

Poland

European Youth Team Chess Championship will take place from 11 July

to 19 July in Thessaloniki, Greece which will host also the European Youth

Rapid and Blitz Chess Championship from 19 July to 23 July 2022.

The Women Chess Conference Prague 2022 will be held from 25th-27th

August in Hotel Don Giovanni, during the European Women’s Chess

Championship.

The ECU General Assembly and elections 2022 will be held n

Thessaloniki, Greece on Saturday July 23.
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European Chess Union has its seat in Switzerland,

Address: Rainweidstrasse 2, CH-6333, Hunenberg
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European Chess Union is an independent

association founded in 1985 in Graz, Austria;

European Chess Union has 54 National Federation

Members;
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Ian Nepomniachtchi wins
FIDE Candidates Chess Tournament

Ian Nepomniachtchi convincingly won the 2022 FIDE
Candidates Chess Tournament and qualified for the World
Chess Championship Match.

This is the second consecutive Candidates trophy for Ian
Nepomniachtchi who will next year challenge Magnus
Carlsen for the World Chess Champion title.
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Ian Nepomniachtchi was leading the

Candidates Chess Tournament 2022

from the very beginning with

Fabiano Caruana trailing for 0.5 or 1

point. Nepomniachtchi managed to

improve the distance as Caruana

suffered a several losses after going

for the edge play for the victory.

With draw in the 13th round against

Richard Rapport, Nepomniachtchi

secured the first place and won the

event with a round to spare. Drawing

the 14th (last round),

Nepomniachtchi achieved 9.5 points

The battle for the second place got

more intense taking in account

Magnus Carlsen's statement that he

considers to withdraw from the

World Championship Match. The

silver medalist was decided in a

direct match between Ding Liren and

Hikaru Nakamura, which was played

in the last round. Ding Liren was in a

must-win situation, and eventually

won the game to claim silver with 8

points.

Teimour Radjabov, who had a slow

start at the Candidates, won the last

round against Richard Rapport and

leaped on the third position,

clinching bronze medal.

FIDE Candidates Chess Tournament 2022

Photos by: FIDE/
Stev Bonhage
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Simultaneously with the Candidates, the

Candidates Tournament venue, Palacio

de Santona, hosted side-events, such as

Chesskid Candidates Tournament for

youth, Nocturnal Blitz Candidates

Tournament.

FIDE Candidates Chess Photo Gallery

FIDE Candidates
Chess Tournament
2022 took place from
16 June - 4 July in
Madrid, Spain.

Closing
Ceremony;
photo by:
FIDE/Stev
BonhageSimultaneous

exhibitions with
GM Richard
Rapport and
WGM Dana
Reizniece-
Ozola;
photos by:
Niki Riga

Press Conference with the
Medalists; Photo: Niki Riga

Candidates Tournament venue;
Photo: FIDE/Stev Bonhage

Winners of Nocturnal Blitz Candidates
Tournament; Photo: FIDE
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During the last day, the Winners joined

the press conference while GM

Viswanathan Anand, WGM Dana

Reizniece-Ozola and GM Richard

Rapport gave simultaneous exhibitions.



About the event:

The Closing Ceremony of the event took

place on 19th of June with attendance of

the ECU Vice President Ivan Sokolov,

Tournament director Jeroen Van den

Berg, and Chief Arbiter Arno Eliens.

The team of Hotels.nl won the

Championship thanks to a better

Olympiad-Sonneborn-Berger-Tie-Break

(without lowest result) as they had the

same score of 16 match points as Polish

PricewaterhouseCoopers. Having better

tiebreaks Hotels.nl clinched gold while

PwC came second.

The Winning Hotels.nl Team

composition:

> GM Van Wely Loek (NED, 2692)

> FM Lambrechts Koen (NED, 2307)

> Rietman Frits (NED, 2232)

> Groenewold Jan Joris (NED, 2134)

> Muller Kenneth (NED, 1891)

DSE Automatisering claimed bronze

scoring 15 match points.

Final standings, Results and final report

can be found on the ECU Website.

European Corporate Chess Championship 2022

European Corporate Chess
Championship 2022 took place over the
weekend 18-19 June in Rotterdam,
Netherlands. The event was played with
the participation of 17 teams in the
venue of the luxury cruise ship Royal
Spido (named James Cook), while
sailing in the Rotterdam harbour.

Photos by: Frans Peeters

World Number 9
on the FIDE
rating list, GM
Anish Giri
competed for
Optiver which
finished in the
11th place.

European Corporate
Chess Championship

The 2022 European Corporate
Chess Championship took
place 18-19 June in Rotterdam,
Netherlands, being played on
the luxury cruise ship Royal
Spido (named James Cook).
The event was played in 9
rounds, Swiss system, with time
control: 15 minutes for the
whole game, plus 5 seconds of
an increment starting from the
move one.
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The event was played in 9 rounds,

Swiss system, with time control: 15

minutes for the whole game, plus 5

seconds of an increment starting from

the move one.

Among the players representing their

corporations were: GM Anish Giri (2761,

NED, Optiver 1 team), GM Loek van

Wely (2629, NED, Hotels.nl), GM Max

Warmerdam (2613, NED, Flow Traders),

GM Friso Nijboer (NED, 2466, DSE

Automatisering), IM David Simon Pardo

(ESP, 2461, Optiver 2), IM Radoslaw

Barski (2437, POL, PwC).



The field was headlined by reigning

World Chess Champion Magnus

Carlsen and included: Wesley So,

Shakhriyar Mammedyarov, Anish

Giri, Teimour Radjabov,

Viswanathan Anand, Maxime

Vachier-Lagrave, Veselin Topalov,

Wang Hao and Aryan Tari who

replaced Richard Rapport after his

withdrawal.

Reigning World Chess Champion

Magnus Carlsen won the 10th

edition of the Norway Chess 2022,

therefore becoming a 5-time Winner

of the Norway Chess elite

tournament. Magnus defeated

Veselin Topalov in a thrilling final

round after playing the Armageddon,

and won the tournament with 16.5

points.

Shakhriyar Mamedyarov was

second with 15.5 points, but had a

chance to triumph in the event if he

had won the classical game against

Teimour Radjabov. The last round

took all the matches to Armageddon,

which happened for the first time in

the 2022 edition of Norway Chess.

Magnus Carlsen wins Norway Chess 2022

The 10th edition of the Norway
Chess took place from 30 May –
10 June in Stavanger with
participation of 10 world class
players.

Photos from Norway Chess 2022
(Facebook page)

Closing
Ceremony of
Norway Chess

Norway Chess 2022

The 10th edition of the Norway
Chess took place from 30 May
– 10 June in Stavanger with
participation of 10 world class
players. This year, the event
featured interesting system of
play in each round. If the
classical game ends in a draw,
then the players play an
Armageddon determining the
five winners of each round.
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Final rankings:

1.Magnus Carlsen 16.5 points

2.Shakhriyar Mamedyarov 15.5

points

3.Viswanathan Anand 14.5 points

4.Maxime Vachier-Lagrave 14 points

5.Wesley So 12.5 points

6.Anish Giri 12 points

7-8.Veselin Topalov 9.5 points

7-8.Aryan Tari 9.5 points

9.Teimour Radjabov 8 points

10.Wang Hao 7.5 points

Detailed information about the event

can be found on the Official website.



56 players from 15 European

countries registered for the events

which are played over 9 swiss

rounds, with time control: 90 minutes

for 40 moves plus 30 minutes for the

rest of the game with an increment

of 30 seconds per move, starting

from move one.

The total prize fund of the event is

6.000 EUR. According to FIDE

Handbook D.04.03.7, the top 3

players from each category of the

European Senior Championship

2022 are qualified with personal

rights (free board and lodging) to the

World Senior Championship 2023.

After five played rounds at the

European Senior Chess

Championships in Lublin, CM

Klimaszewski Dariusz (POL, 2096)

emerged as the sole leader of 50+

section with 4.5/5 points. He is

followed by WIM Tereladze Sopiko

(GEO, 2141) and GM Mrva Martin

(SVK, 2385) who tie for the second

place with 4 points, each. Tereladze

Sopiko is currently best ranked

female player in the field.

European Senior Chess Championship 2022

European Senior Chess
Championship 2022 commenced
July 4th in Lublin, Poland. The event
is played in two age categories: 50+
and 65+ with separate prizes for
female players.

Photos from Official website of the event

European Senior
Chess Championship

European Senior Chess
Championship 2022 takes place
from 4-14 July in Arche Hotel
Lublin, Poland.
The event is played in two age
categories: 50+ and 65+, over 9
swiss rounds, with participation
of 56 players from 15 European
countries.
The total prize fund is 6.000
EUR, with separate prizes for
female players.
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IM Petran Peter (SVK, 2234) is the

sole leader of 65+ section as he

scores 4.5/5 points. Two players are

in a tie for the second place with 4/5

points, each: IM Renman Nils-

Gustaf (SWE, 2311) and

IM Lederman Leon (ISR, 2209).

All the results, pairings and rankings

after Round 5 can be found here.

Detailed information about the event

and photo gallery can be found on

the Official website.



European Amateur Chess Championship 2022 –
Registration deadline extended till 15th of July

The European Amateur Chess Championship 2022 will
take place from 13th August (arrival day) to 21st August
2022 (departure day) in Hotel Aristos****, located in the
city of Zagreb, Croatia.

The event will be played in three rating

categories: U2300, U2000 and U1700

with the total prize fund of 4.000 EUR.

A player must not have a published

FIDE rating of 2300 or greater for at

least one year prior to the registration

deadline of the event. For the

Under-2000 section, a player must not

have a published FIDE rating of 2000 or

greater for at least one year prior to the

start of the championship. For the

Under-1700 section, a player must not

have a published FIDE rating of 1700 or

greater for at least one year prior to the

start of the championship. In case a

player exceeds the rating of 1700 or

2000 after the registration deadline, he/

she will play the upper rating category.

Photo: J.Duval
View of Zagreb –

9Newsletter June 2022

A separate championship for women

shall be organized only if there are at

least 10 women entries otherwise the

women’s event will be merged with the

open competition with separate prizes.

The official venue and Hotel of the event

will be Hotel Aristos****.

The events will be played in 9 rounds,

Swiss system, in accordance with FIDE

Laws of Chess and the ECU

Tournament Rules. The rate of play will

be 90 minutes for 40 moves plus

30minutes for the rest of the game, with

an increment of 30 seconds per move,

starting from move one.

The registration deadline is extended

to July 15, 2022.

Detailed information and official

regulations of the event can be found on

the ECU Website



European Youth Team & European Youth
Rapid & Blitz Chess Championships 2022

European Youth Team
Chess Championships
2022 will take place from
11 July (arrivals) to 19 July
(departures) in the
Conference Hall of the 5
stars Lazart Hotel in
Thessaloniki which will
host also the European
Youth Rapid and Blitz
Chess Championship 2022
from 19 July to 23 July.

The European Youth Team Chess

Championships (EYTCC) will include

four (4) separate competitions, an open

competition and a girl’s competition in

categories U12 and U18. The events will

be played in 7 rounds, Swiss system,

with time control: 90 min for 40 moves +

30 min for the rest of the game + 30 sec

increment for every move played starting

from move 1.

53 teams registered for the competitions

coming from around 20 different

European federations.

The starting rank list of participants can

be found here and the Official

regulations of the event can be found on

the ECU Website.
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UPCOMING

The European Youth Rapid&Blitz Chess

Championships 2022 will be played in 6

age categories: U8, U10, U12, U14, U16

and U18, open and girls sections

separately.

The Rapid event will be played in 9

rounds according to the Swiss system

(one game per round), with rate of play:

15 min. + 10 sec. per player and the

Blitz event will be played in 9 rounds

according to the Swiss system (two

games per round), with rate of play: 3

min. + 2 sec. per player.

More than 250 players coming from 29

European federations already registered

for the events and the starting rank list of

participants can be found here. Official

regulations and detailed information can

be found on the ECU website.



Women Chess Conference Prague 2022

The Women Chess Conference Prague 2022 will be held
from 25th-27th August in Hotel Don Giovanni, during the
European Women’s Chess Championship.

The Conference is open to all ECU

federations (representatives,

players, officials, etc) aiming to

support and promote women and

girls in chess on a national and

international level.

Some of the Invited Guests and

Speakers are: the ECU President

Mr. Zurab Azmaiparashvili, the ECU

Vice President and FIDE Managing

director Ms. Dana Reizniece-Ozola,

reigning European Women’s Chess

Champion Ms. Elina Danielian, Vice

President of Chess Sports

Associaton Ms. Lilli Hahn,

International Arbiter Ms. Jirina

Prokopova.

11Newsletter June 2022

The scope of the event:

> To share best practices and

introduce successful female chess

projects

> To engage strong female players

to promote chess on local and

international level

> To connect on the international

level and discuss the possibilities of

mutual cooperation.

The Conference is free for all

entries. Official invitation for the

Conference can be found on the

ECU Website.



ARBITERS CORNER

In the third round Joe was supposed to

face a fellow member (Marc) of his own

club. It was crystal clear that there would

be no hope of winning the tournament if

Joe didn’t win this game against his

friend, who was a much weaker player.

However, after 44 moves Joe had a

completely losing position. Following

another check from the opponent it was

clear that checkmate is inevitable.

After about fifteen minutes of “thinking”

and realising that he would lose again,

Joe proposed a draw without playing his

move first. At first Marc refused, not only

because of the illegal proposal, but also

because he knew that it was checkmate

in two moves. Joe started to discuss

with his opponent about the serious

consequences for him if he would lose

this game. The match arbiter who saw

this all happening, intervened. He

pointed out to Joe the irregularity of the

proposal for draw and gave him a

warning.

Despite all that Joe kept on offering a

draw (without playing a move) and again

informing his opponent about the

consequences for him if he would lose a

second time. Before the match arbiter

could intervene a second time, Marc

accepted the draw offer.

Once upon a time during chess
tournaments: two different cases

Part 1: The unauthorized pressure of the much stronger opponent.

I would like to present you an interesting case of intimidation of the opponent. At the
youth championship, the highest ranked player (Joe) and favourite for the title only
scored ½ point in first 2 rounds.

Text by IA Geert Bailleul
Secretary of the ECU
Arbiters Council

Two different cases

ECU Arbiters Council would
appreciate very much if you,
dear colleagues, would be so
kind to share your opinion on
both cases with us!

Please send your opinion to:
ecuarbiterscouncil@gmail.com.
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They both filled in the score sheet,

however without signing it. As quick as

possible they left the playing venue. The

match arbiter informed the chief arbiter

about this incident.

In this case, there is a violation of

several articles of the “Laws of Chess”.

According to Article 9.1.2.1 Joe made an

incorrect proposal for a draw, even

repeatedly. There was a correct

intervention of the arbiter, who gave Joe

a warning. Despite all that, Joe repeated

his incorrect proposal, intimidating his

opponent. However the arbiter didn’t get

the chance to intervene again because

Marc already accepted the offer for draw

which ended the game.

We can also take into account article

11.5 of the “Laws of Chess” about

distracting or annoying the opponent in

any manner whatsoever (several

unreasonable offers of draw). What Joe

did for sure may be considered as pure

intimidation of the opponent.

Also article 11.1 of the “Laws of Chess”

has to be taken into account. It is

obvious that the attitude of Joe is

unacceptable. It is disrespectful towards

his opponent. A good example of how

chess can be brought into disrepute.



ARBITERS CORNER

Another thing that could lead to

discussions is the fact that both players

didn’t sign the score sheet. Fortunately,

both players had filled in the same

result.

To conclude, the arbiter has to use the

possible penalties which are described

in art 12.9 of the “Laws of Chess”. The

arbiter might even consider article 11.7

specifying the loss of the game for Joe

basis on his persistent refusal to comply

with the “Laws of Chess” and also for

multiple infringements. The conduct of

Joe in many ways is unacceptable.

Part 2: The often forgotten article.

I have the strong impression that some

articles in the “FIDE Laws of Chess”, for

some strange reason, are being

forgotten. As an example I would like to

mention article 8.1.1:

8.1.1 In the course of play each

player is required to record his own

moves and those of his opponent in

the correct manner, move after move,

as clearly and legibly as possible, in

the algebraic notation (Appendix C),

on the ‘scoresheet’ prescribed for the

competition.

Text by: IA Geert Bailleul,
Secretary of the ECU Arbiters
Council.

For all the Arbiters Corner
articles and more information
about the work of the ECU
Arbiters Council, see the
webpage of the council.

Once upon a time
during chess
tournaments:
two different cases
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Very interesting is to emphasize the part:

“as clearly and legibly as possible,”. It

seems that, not only the players have

forgotten about this article, but also a

rather large number of arbiters. How

should an arbiter react if he was faced

with the following score sheet (of the

black player).

The question that can be asked is: what

is illegible?

An illegible score sheet can penalise the

player himself. For sure, this kind of

score sheet cannot be used to check

any claim of the player.

The line that shouldn’t be crossed is to

leave blanks or to just put lines when the

notation is required. For sure, the arbiter

should intervene as soon as possible

and not wait for more than 20 moves.

The arbiter should penalise the player

according to article 12.9 of the “Laws of

Chess”.

ECU Arbiters Council would appreciate

very much if you, dear colleagues, would

be so kind to share your opinion on both

cases with us! Please send your opinion

to: ecuarbiterscouncil@gmail.com.



44th Chess Olympiad 2022 –
List of Teams & Teams Compositions

The 44th Chess Olympiad
2022 will take place from July
28th to August 10th in
Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India.
With 187 teams registered in
Men’s competition and 162
teams registered in the
Women’s competition, the
2022 Chennai Olympiad
breaks the record previously
set in Batumi with 182 teams
in Men's and 151 teams in
Women's event.

The first starting rank lists of

teams and teams compositions

have been published on chess-

results.

The Men’s section is led by the

USA Team (with an average

rating of 2771), Azerbaijan (with

an average rating of 2705) and

India (with an average rating of

2696). Taking into account the

absence of Russian and Chinese

teams, the USA is an absolute

favorite to win the event.
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Women’s Teams of India (with an

average rating of 2486), Ukraine

(with an average rating of 2478),

and Georgia (with an average

rating of 2475) are the top seeds

of the women’s section.

Starting rank last of teams and

compositions of the teams can

be found here.

Detailed information about the

44th Chess Olympiad can be

found on the Official website of

the event.



FUN ZONE

In June 2022 edition of the ECU
Magazine, we present four
positions where White mates in
four moves!

Solutions from
May Magazine

#Puzzle 1:
1...Qd1!!+ 2.Rxd1 Rxd1 3.Nxd1
Rf1#
#Puzzle 2:
1...Qxf1!!+ 2.Kxf1 Bd3+ 3.Ke1
[3.Kg1] Rf1#
Puzzle 3:
1...Bf2+ 2.Ke2 Nd4+ 3.Kd3
Nc5#
#Puzzle 4:
1...Qxg2!!+ 2.Bxg2 Re1+ 3.Qf1
Rxf1#
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MARK
DVORETSKY

SAID
ABOUT
CHESS:

>It is not possible to become a great

player without having learned how to

analyse deeply and accurately.

>I feel that it is no less interesting to

be a trainer than to play oneself. I

even take greater delight in the

tournament successes of my lads

than I do in my own.

>Emotional instability can be one of

the factors giving rise to a failure by

chess players in important duels.

Under the influence of surging

emotions (and not necessarily

negative ones) we sometimes lose

concentration and stop objectively

evaluating the events that are taking

place on the board.

>I do not know to whom the aphorism

'There are no sound studies, only

ones that haven't been busted yet'

belongs, but it has measure of truth

in it.




