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#ETCC2021
Preview of European Team Chess
Championship 2021, Terme Catez,
Slovenia

FIDE Chess.com Grand Swiss
Firouzja Alireza and Lei Tingjie
win FIDE Chess.com Grand Swiss
2021 and FIDE Chess.com
Women's Grand Swiss 2021

#

European Youth & Junior Chess
Champions 2021 crowned!

Briefly
European Youth&Junior Chess Championships 2021 concluded on
Thursday, 21st October, after 9 rounds of play. 900 players from 33
federations participated the event, playing from 58 approved hybrid
venues.
The ICCD Eurpoean Deaf Chess Championships 2021 took place
from 18th-22nd October in Amsterdam, Netherlands. 112 players from
23 federations took part in the event and the best ones were awarded
within six separate sections.

European Chess Union has its seat in Switzerland,
Address: Rainweidstrasse 2, CH-6333, Hunenberg
See, Switzerland .
European Chess Union is an independent
association founded in 1985 in Graz, Austria;
European Chess Union has 54 National Federation
Members;
Every year ECU organizes more than 20 prestigious
events and championships;

FIDE Chess.com Grand Swiss 2021 and FIDE Women’s Grand
Swiss 2021 concluded on Monday, 8th of November in Riga, Latvia.
108 players participated in the Open tournament, and 50 players took
part in Women's event..
European Team Chess Championship 2021 and European
Women’s Team Chess Championship 2021 will take place from
11th-22nd November in Catez, Slovenia with 70 teams represeniing 38
European federations in open and women section..

www.europechess.org
ecu.secretary.general@gmail.com
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European Youth&Junior Chess
Champions 2021 crowned!
European Youth&Junior Chess Championships 2021
concluded on Thursday, 21st October, after 9 rounds of
play. 900 players from 33 federations participated the
event, playing from 58 approved hybrid venues.
The Awards ceremony of the event took place on
Saturday, 23rd of October. The ceremony was
broadcasted LIVE through the ECU Youtube channel.
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ECU President, Mr. Zurab
Azmaiparashvili and ECU Secretary
General, Mr. Theodoros
Tsorbatzoglou addressed the
Winners and all participants during
the Awards ceremony. Deputy Chief
Arbiter of the event, Mr. Marco
Biagioli announced the Medalists.
The Champion of the Girls U8 category
is Barabash Anastasiya Aleks (RUS,
1303) scoring 7.5 points to be alone on
the top of the list. Zavivaeva Kristina
(RUS, 1145) and Kuvaeva Veronika
(RUS) tied for the second place, but
tiebreak criteria decided that Zavivaeva
Kristina takes silver and Kuvaeva
Veronika was third.
Kleschevnikov Arseny (RUS, 1218) won
the Open U8 event with score of 8
points. Three players followed him with
7.5 points, each: Kleimenov Nikolay
(RUS, 1645), Nezhyvenko Mykhaylo
(UKR, 1282) and Shen Tingrui (GER,
1353). According to tiebreaks,
Kleimenov Nikolay was second,
Nezhyvenko Mykhaylo came third and
Shen Tingrui finished the event on the
fourth place.
Preobrazhenskaya Diana (RUS, 1764)
convincingly won the Girls U10
championship, scoring 8.5/9 points.
Semenova Vasilisa (RUS, 1305) took
second place with 7 points, while 5
players tied for bronze with score of 6.5
points, each. Bashirli Saadat (AZE,
1284) had the best tiebreak criteria and
won bronze.

Closing ceremony of the event.

After turnover in the last round, Cankurt
Arda (TUR, 1356) became the Winner of
Open U10 section with 7.5 points and
better tiebreak criteria than Negrean
Andrei (ROU, 1847) who was leading
until the round 9. In a direct encounter in
the last round of the event, Cankurt Arda
won Negrean Andrei and claimed gold,
while Negrean finished the event on the
third place. Four players tied for the third
place, but Temirbekov Taimaz (RUS,
1573) had the best tiebreaks and won
bronze.
Results for the Girls U8, Open U8, Girls
U10 and Open U10 sections can be
found here.

EYCC2021

Awards Ceremony
ECU President
Mr.Zurab
Azmaiparashvili
addressed and
congratulated
the Winners.

During the Awarding ceremony
of the European Youth&Junior
Chess Championships, the
Winners and Medalists were
announced and presented to
the audience.
During the announcement of
the Winners, the national
anthems were intonated.
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Winners of
#EYCC2021

Shukhman Anna (RUS, 2042) became
the sole Winner of Girls U12 section with
score of 7.5 points. Kirtadze Anastasia
(GEO, 1655), Goriachkina Oksana
(RUS, 1756) and Iudina Veronika (RUS,
1502) tied for the second place with 7
points, each. Tiebreaks criteria decided
that Kirtadze Anastasia takes silver,
Goriachkina Oksana came third and
Iudina Veronika was fourth.
Camlar Arda (TUR, 1968) triumphed in
Open U12 category with score of 8
points. Zemlyanskii Ivan (RUS, 2096)
came second with 7.5 points. Novozhilov
Semen (RUS, 2106) and Chertkov
Maksim (RUS, 1734) tied for the third
place with 7 points, each, and according
to tiebreaks Novozhilov Semen came
third while Chertkov Maksim finished on
the fourth position.
In section for Girls U14, Kobak Polina
(RUS, 1694) claimed gold scoring 8
points. Mikheeva Galina (RUS, 2034)
and Lobo Pereira Arami (ESP, 1765) tied
for silver medal scoring 7 points, each.
Tiebreaks criteria decided that Mikheeva
Galina takes silver medal and Lobo
Pereira Arami came bronze.

Zakharov Alexey O. (RUS, 1962),
number 33 on the starting rank list,
surprised and became the European
Youth Champion in section Open U14,
with final score of 7.5 points. Three
players tied for the second place with 7
points, each: Khubukshanov Erdem
(RUS, 2373), Habans Aguerrea Javier
(ESP, 2308) and Taspinar Yanki (TUR,
2147). Tiebreks decided that
Khubukshanov takes silver, Habans
Aguerrea Javier comes third and
Tapsinar Yanki is fourth.
Allahverdiyeva Ayan (AZE, 2051) won
the first place in Girls U16 category,
scoring 7.5/9 points. Kanyamarala
Trisha (IRL, 2082) claimed silver with 7
points, while two players tied for bronze
with 6.5 points, each. According to
tiebreak criteria, Tsotsonava Elene
(GEO, 1887) won bronze and Hakobyan
Astghik (ARM, 2017) came fourth.
Krastev Alexander (GER, 2423) and
Lutsko Artem (UKR, 2418) tied for the
first place in Open U16 section. Krastev
Alexander had better tiebreak criteria
and won gold medal, while Lutsko Artem
took silver. Three players tied for the
third place with score of 6.5 points,
each, and according to tiebreaks Bicer
Atakan Mert claimed bronze.
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#EYCC2021
All the games during the event
were broadcasted live, and
could have been followed live
through chess24.com,
followchess.com,
live.chessbase.com, and other
broadcast platforms. Games
were broadcasted also with
LIVE commentaries by WIM
Raluca Sgîrcea through the
ECU Twitch channel.
ECU LIVE studio hosted special
guests during the rounds.
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Moscow playing venue

Germany playing venue

#EYCC2021 Winners
Loskutova Viktoriya (RUS, 2169) and
Imsyil Malak (AZE, 2067) with the same
score of 7 points tied for the top of Girls
U18 section. Tiebreaks criteria decided
the Winner: Loskutova Viktoriya, and
Ismayil Malak took silver. Miroshnik
Ekaterina (RUS, 2092) won bronze
medal with score of 6.5 points.

In Open U18 section, Ilyasli Ughur (AZE,
2079) won the Championship with score
of 7.5 points. Stoyanov Tsvetan (BUL,
2396) and Kavyev Ruslan (RUS, 2304)
tied for the second place, scoring 6.5
points each. Stoyanov Tsvetan had
better tiebreaks and finished the event
on the second position while Kavyev
Ruslan took bronze.
In Girls Juniors U20 category, Schulze
Lara (GER, 2250) and Sliwicka Alicja
(POL, 2304) tied for the first place with 7
points, each. Tiebreaks decided that
gold goes to Germany – Schulze Lara,
and Sliwicka Alicja won silver.
Afonasieva Anna (RUS, 2227) won third
place with 6.5 points.

Open Junior U20 category brought great
and intense fights for the gold. Three
players tied on the top and tiebreaks
decided the medalists. With the best
tiebreaks, 15 years old IM Murzin
Volodar (RUS, 2513) won the
Championship. IM Pantzar Milton (SWE,
2413) came second and IM
Salemgareev Tagir (RUS, 2489) took
bronze.
The gold Winners in each of 12
categories became the European Chess
Champion 2021 in the respective
category and will be invited player for
European Youth Chess Championship
2022 as a special prize. Junior
Champions will be invited (free
accommodation) in the European
Individual Chess Championships 2022
(qualifiers for FIDE World Cup).

Team Winners
The best 6 collective results in European Youth (one player per age
category with the highest score per federation) decided the team winners
and medalists in the open and girls’ sections. The first 3 Team winners of
each section were awarded with e-medals.
The Winner team of Open and Girls sections was Russia, with 42.5 and
44.5 points, respectively. Silver medal in Open section went to Turkey and
bronze to Germany.
Poland team was silver in Girls category and Georgia took bronze.
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FIDE Chess.com Grand Swiss
2021 concluded
FIDE Chess.com Grand Swiss 2021 and FIDE Chess.com Women’s
Grand Swiss 2021 concluded on Monday, 8th of November in Riga,
Latvia.
108 players participated in the Open tournament, and 50 players took
part in Women's event.
Both tournaments are part of the qualifications for the 2021-23 World
Championship cycle, with the top two players in the open event
qualifying for the 2022 Candidates Tournament and the following six
securing spots in the Grand Prix. The Winner of the Women’s Grand
Swiss qualifies directly for the Women Candidates 2022 and four best
players qualify for the next year’s Women’s Grand Prix.
Newsletter October 2021
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After 11 played rounds at the FIDE
Chess.com Grand Swiss 2021, Firouzja
Alireza (FRA, 2770) became the sole
Winner of the event with score of 8
points. As a Winner of the event,
Firouzja won 70.000$ prize and qualified
for the FIDE Candidates Tournament
2022.
Fabiano Caruana (USA, 2800) and
Oparin Grigoriy (RUS, 2654) tied for the
second place with 7.5 points, each.
Tiebreaks criteria decided that Fabiano
Caruana takes silver and a ticket for the
2022 Candidates Tournament.
Grigoriy Oparin claimed bronze medal.
Players ranked from 3rd to 8th spots
qualified for the FIDE Grand Prix events:
Oparin Grigoriy (RUS, 2654), Yu Yangyi
(CHN, 2704), Keymer Vincent (GER,
2630), Vachier-Lagrave Maxime (FRA,
2763), Predke Alexandr (RUS, 2666)
and Shirov Alexei (ESP, 2659).

Lei Tingjie (CHN, 2505) clinched the
gold medal with a round to spare. With
the final score of 9 points, Lei Tingjie
won 20.000$ prize and qualified for the
Women’s Candidates Tournament 2022.
Paehtz Elisabeth (GER, 2475) and Zhu
Juner (CHN, 2455) tied for silver, scoring
7.5 points, each. According to tiebreaks,
Paehtz Elisabeth came second.
Zhu Jiner finished the event winning the
bronze medal.
Players ranked from 2nd to 5th place
qualified for FIDE Women’s Grand Prix
events: Paehtz Elisabeth (GER, 2475),
Zhu Jiner (CHN, 2455), Muzychuk
Mariya (UKR, 2536) and Harika
Dronavalli (IND, 2511).
The Closing Ceremony of the event was
attended by FIDE President Arkady
Dvorkovich, FIDE CEO and ECU Vice
President Dana Reizniece Ozola, and
Tournament Director Egons Lavendelis.
The Closing ceremony was live
broadcasted.
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Photo source: Youtube screenshots

FIDE Chess.com
Grand Swiss 2021
The event took place from 25th
October to 8th November, in
Riga, Latvia, with a total prize
fund of 425.000$ in Open
section and 125.000$ in
Women’s event.
More detailed information about
the event can be found on the
Official Website of the event.
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ICCD European Deaf Championships
The ICCD Eurpoean Deaf Chess
Championships 2021 tookplace from
18th-22nd October in Amsterdam,
Netherlands.
112 players from 23 federations took
part in the event and the best ones
were awarded within six separate
sections.
ICCD European Team Deaf Chess
Champinons 2021 are:
1.GSBV Halle (GER) 13mp,26points
2.Arkadia Otwock (POL) 13mp,25points
3.Slaski Rybnik (POL) 10mp, 18 points
ICCD European Individual Deaf Chess
Champions 2021:
1.Gruenfeld Yehuda (ISR), 6.5 points
2.Jankunas Tomas (LTU),5.5 points
3.Orsag Milan (CZE), 5 points
ICCD European Individual Women's
Deaf Chess Champions 2021:
1.Baklanova Tatiana (UKR), 6 points
2.Parhomenko Margarita (LTU), 6 points
3.Lukasik Zuzanna (POL), 4.5 points
ICCD European Individual Junior Deaf
Chess Champions 2021:
1.Lapin Oleksandr (UKR), 6.5 points
2.Cseke Viktoria (HUN), 5.5 points
3.Kolb Denys (UKR), 5 points
ICCD EUropean Individual Senior
Deaf Chess Champions 2021:
1.Krause Stefan (GER), 5.5 points
2.Schmid Jaroslav (CZE), 5.5 points
3.Stzelecki Jerzy (POL), 5 points

ICCD European Individual Open Deaf
Chess Champions 2021:
1.Checiak Krzysztof (POL), 7 points
2.Cisar Jiri (CZE), 5 points
3.Muratov Rustem (RUS), 5 points

All the results, regulations of the event,
photo gallery from the closing ceremony
and final rankings can be found on the
Official website of the event.

ICCD European Deaf
Chess Championships
TOG Amsterdam on behalf of
the KNDSB (Netherlands) and
International Chess Committee
of the Deaf (ICCD) organised
the 2021 ICCD European Deaf
Chess Championships.
All the events were played in 7
rounds, Swiss system format,
with time control of 90 minutes
+ 30 seconds of increment per
each move, starting from the
move one.
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FIDE World Amateur Championship 2021
The FIDE World Amateur Chess
Championship 2021 took place from
16th-26th October in Rhodes, Greece.
The event was played in three rating
sections: U1700, U2000 and U2300,
with separate prizes for open and female
participants.
After 9 rounds of play, the FIDE World
Amateur Champions came from six
different countries on three continents:
Women U1700: Glenda Madelta (KEN)
Open U1700: Mukhtar Ainakul (KAZ)
Women U2000:Marigje Degrande (BEL)
Open U2000: Peter Anand (IND)
Women U2300:Alexandra Zherebtsova
(RUS)
Open U2300:Dimitrios Ladopoulos
(GRE)
Final results of all sections can be found
here.

The closing ceremony held on October
25 featured Mr Nikos Nikolis, Vice
Governor of the Region of South
Aegean, responsible for sports; Dr
Charudatta Jadhav, the IBCA President;
Mr Benard Wanjala, Chairman of Chess
Kenya, a representative from the
Rhodes municipality and the local chess
club Ippotis, FIDE representative Mr
Ozgur Solakoglu, Secretary-General of
the European Chess Union Mr
Theodoros Tsorbatzoglou, and the
world-renowned singer Juga.

ECU Secretary General, Mr. Theodoros
Tsorbatzoglou addressed the players
and guests during the Awarding
Ceremony and explained that FIDE and
the continental associations treat
amateur chess as a base of the pyramid
that allows the game to grow organically
and involve players of all ages and skill
levels. He emphasised also the good
conditions offered at the venue that
attracted many participants. He
congratulated everyone on resuming
over-the-board events and promised that
2022 would feature many exciting World
and European competitions.

FIDE World Amateur
Chess Championship
At the end of the Closing
ceremony, the Tournament
Director Nikolaos Kalesis called
upon amateur players of the
world to come together in Malta
for the next FIDE World
Amateur Championship in
October 2022.

ECU Secretary
General at the
Closing
Ceremony of the
FIDE World
Amateur Chess
Championship

More details about the event
can be found on the Official
Website of the event.

Newsletter October 2021

10

Tournament of Peace 2021
The historical chess event,
Tournament of Peace 2021,
took place from 5th-10th
October 2021, in Zagreb,
Croatia.
The tounament was played in the
National and University Library, with
participation of 10 Grandmasters
playing a round-robin event in 9
rounds.
After 9 played rounds, Kovalenko
Igor (LAT, 2647) became the sole
Winner of the event with score of 6
points. He was half a point ahead of
the runner-up Kozul Zdenko (CRO,
2601) who won silver medal with 5.5
points.
Movsesian Sergei (ARM, 2627) and
Stevic Hrvoje (CRO, 2570) tied for
the third place, scoring 5 points,
each. According to tiebreaks,
Movsesian Sergei won bronze, and
Stevic Hrvoje came fourth.
Final rankings and all pairings and
results can be found on the Official
website of the event.

The event was organized by
Croatian Chess Federation, and
supported by European Chess
Union and FIDE Development Fund.

ECU President Mr. Zurab
Azmaiparshvili was presented during
the Opening ceremony of the event
and also joined the Closing
ceremony and Awarding the
Winners of the event.
Mr. Azmaiparashvili addressed the
Croatian Chess Federations for
organising the Tournament of peace
and emphasized that European
Chess Union is pleased to support
such events.

ECU President,
Mr.Zurab
Azmaiparashvili
at the
Tournament of
Peace in Zagreb

Tournament of Peace
The historical chess eventTournament of Peace for the
first time took place from 12th
April - 9th May 1965, in Zagreb,
Croatia.
The tradition of the tournament
was kept in 1970, 1975, 1985,
and then revived in 2018 and
2019.
Due pandemic of Covid19 virus,
the event didn't take place in
2020, but this year, the event
was again organized in Zagreb,
Croatia.
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Monaco Chess
Championship 2021 took
place from 1st -7th
November 2021. The
event was played in
Swiss system with 7
rounds and with
participation of 20
players.

Monaco Chess Champions crowned
After 7 rounds of play, the
Monaco Chess Champion for
2021 became GM Igor Efimov
who scored 6 points. GM Amir
Bagheri took silver and became
Vice Champion scoring 5.5
points.
WGM Tatiana Dornbusch
triumphed the Women's Monaco
Chess Championship, with the
final score of 5 points.
WIM Martine Dubois came
Women Vice Champion with 4
points.
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The following players qualify and
consist the Monaco team for the
European Small Nations Chess
Championship 2021 in Malta:
GM Igor Efimov
WGM Tatiana Dornbusch
FM Patrick Van Hoolandt
WIM Martine Dubois
Jean Michel Rapaire
Results, pairings and final
standings can be found here.
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UPCOMING

European Team Chess Championship
European Team Chess
Championship 2021 and
European Women’s Team Chess
Championship 2021 will take
place from 11th-22nd November
in Catez, Slovenia.
The events will be played according to
the Swiss System in 9 rounds, with time
control of 90 minutes for 40 moves + 30
minutes for the rest of the game, with 30
seconds increment for every move
played starting from the move on.
The playing venue of the events will be
Hotel Terme Čatež Spa.
39 teams coming from 38 European
federations are registered for European
Team Chess Championship 2021.
The battlefield is led by: Russia
(Average rating of players 2720),
Azerbaijan (Average rating of players
2717), France (Average rating of players
2708), Poland (Average rating of players
2678) and England (Average rating of
players 2671).
Top European Grandmasters will defend
colours of their countries at the
Championship, among them: Anish Giri
(NED,2774), Firouzja Alireza (FRA,
2770), Vachier Maxime-Lagrave (FRA,
2766), Mamedyarov Shakhriyar (AZE,
2765), Radjabov Temiour (AZE, 2763),
Duda Jan-Krzysztof (POL, 2756),
Karjakin Sergei (RUS, 2743) and others.
Full list of participants can be found
here.

Women's Team Chess Championship
2021 will gather 31 teams coming from
30 European federations. The top seeds
are: Russia (Average rating of players
2538), Georgia (Average rating of
players 2446), Poland (Average rating of
players 2410), Ukraine (Average rating
of players 2400), and Azerbaijan
(Average rating of players 2381).
The best rated female players at the
event are: Goryachkina Aleksandra
(RUS, 2604), Lagno Kateryna (RUS,
2550), Dzagnidze Nana (GEO, 2524),
Shuvalova Polina (RUS, 2515), Paehtz
Elisabeth (GER, 2485), and others.
Full list of players and starting rank lists
can be found here.

#ETCC2021
Health protocol

European Team Chess
Championship 2021
All the players, captains, trainers and
organisation stuff will be obliged to
follow the health protocol.
Details about the health protocol,
medical rules, and entering the
country information can be found on
the Official website of the event.

The winners of Open and Women’s
sections will claim the title of the
European Team Champions for the
years 2021-2022.
The first three teams in the Open and
Women’s sections will each receive
cups. Each member of the winning team
(players, reserves and captain) shall
receive a gold medal and diploma.
Members of the second and third-placed
teams shall each receive a silver and
bronze medal and a diploma
respectively.
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The best – performing players in the
Open and Women’s sections on each
board (10 players in total) will receive
gold medals. Performance shall be
calculated as per ECU tournament rules.
Second and third placed players in both
sections will receive silver and bronze
medals.
All the details and regulations of the
event can be found on the Official
Website of the event.
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UPCOMING

Simultaneously with the
European Team Chess
Championship 2021, the
ECU Congress for 2021
will take place in Terme
Catez, from Friday 12th
of November to Sunday
14th of November 2021.

ECU Congress 2021
The ECU Congress for 2021
features the meetings of ECU
Commissions, the ECU
General Assembly 2021 and
ECU Board meeting.

Invitation for the ECU General
Assembly 2021 can be found
on the ECU Website.

The official venue of the ECU
Congress and General
Assembly will be Hotel Terme
Conference Hall.
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UPCOMING

FIDE Arbiters Seminar in
Terme Catez, Slovenia
With the cooperation of the Slovenian Chess Federation
and FIDE Development Commission, the European Chess
Union organizes a “Mixed” FIDE Arbiters’ Seminar in the
English language.
The venue will be the city of Terme
Čatež, Slovenia, concurrently with the
European Team Championship. The
event will take place from Sunday, Nov.
14th, to Thursday, Nov. 18th, 2021.
The lecturer of the Seminar will be Ms
Jiřina Prokopová, International Arbiter
and FIDE Lecturer.
25 places are available, summing up in
person and remote participation.
Applicants requiring participating in the
Seminar may apply to email to
ecuarbiterscouncil@gmail.com
submitting the application form. The
registration is confirmed only once the
applicant receives the confirmation from
the Arbiters’ Council.
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The accommodation shall be booked
with the ETCC Organising Committee. It
is highly recommended to wait for the
Arbiters’ Council’s confirmation email
before booking any accommodation and
transportation.
The registration is free of charge in
cooperation with FIDE Development
Commission.
The themes of the Seminar will be:
>Laws of Chess
>Competitions Rules and standards of
chess equipment
>Anti-cheating guidelines for Arbiters
>Regulations for the rating and over-theboard titles
>Regulations for the titles of the Arbiters
>Use of electronic clocks
>System of games and tiebreaks
>Swiss system and pairing rules
>Examination
Contact information, application form
and invitation for the FIDE Arbiters
seminar can be found on the ECU
Website.
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UPCOMING

The ECU101 Seminar The SMART Method to
teach Chess will take
place from 20-21
November 2021, and will
be held online through
the Zoom platform.

ECU101 Seminar The SMART Method to teach Chess
This Training Course is subsidised by
the European Chess Union to members
of national chess federations affiliated
with ECU such that concessionary
places will be provided for the following:
a) Women applying individually from
ECU federations
b) ECU federation members of Small
Nations and Development countries (list
of the countries can be found within the
official invitation for the event).
The number of attendees on the course
is limited to 30. Concessionary
registrations will be accepted on a first
come, first served basis. All registrants
should be over 18 years old. Applicants
for the ECU concessionary places
should contact to receive the access
code: ecu.secretary.general@gmail.com
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The course is suitable for teachers and
tutors who want to make chess an
exciting and educational experience for
children. The course helps you to build
up your teaching skills in chess so as to
improve the general educational
attainment of children. You can
showcase this qualification on your CV
and LinkedIn profile. The course
qualifies towards Continuing
Professional Development and is
recognised across Europe by virtue of
being accredited by the European Chess
Union.
Details, invitation and registration link for
the Seminar can be found here.
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ARBITERS CORNER

Text by:
IA Tomasz Delega,
Chairman of the
ECU Arbiters’
Council

The difference between a good arbiter
and not the best one
I hope no one minds if we speak about tournament cases. Sometimes they are easy
to identify and makes one or more arbiters "spotlighted". As all of us, we learn from
the mistakes of others and our own, so it shouldn't be a shame. The only man who
never makes mistakes is the man who never does anything.
Imagine a simple situation, where the player makes a claim of three times occurrence
of the same position.

Text by:

IA Tomasz Delega

"The difference between not
the best arbiter and a good
one is that the first one
knows the rules and the
second one understands
also, what these rules are
for."

Usually in such case, the arbiter focuses
on resolving the claim, which is
somewhat right. So the arbiter stops a
chessclock (if it is not done by the
player), asks the claimant about the
scoresheet and starts checking.
Sometimes it is very easy, but
sometimes it can be very complicated,
as the same position may occur for
example, every ten moves. So the
arbiter not being sure, replays the game
from the beginning. It takes some time,
depending of the number of the moves
done, and finally if the claim is correct
arbiter announces a draw. I would say
arbiter can be happy announcing the
draw, otherwise the situation becomes
more complicated. You may wonder
why, as there is nothing more to do as to
add two minutes to the opponent of the
claimant and ask the players to continue
the game. Let me explain. Imagine that
the arbiter have been checking the claim
five minutes, when both players were
sitting at the chessboard. It means the
arbiter gave five minutes extra thinking
time for the players and this may be
decisive in some positions. And that's
not the way it should be.

11.12 Checking three times occurrence
of the position or 50 moves claim is a
duty of the players, under supervision of
the arbiter. The idea behind these rules
is to prevent players from sitting at the
chessboard and thinking while the
arbiter checks the claims! So why do
arbiters keep making the same mistakes
when checking a player's claims on their
own? The simplest answer would be
they don't know the rules, as these rules
are quite new (2018). But I think most of
them know the rules, but probably do not
understand what they are for.

The Laws of Chess says 11.11 Both
players must assist the arbiter in any
situation requiring reconstruction of the
game, including draw claims and

The difference between not the best
arbiter and a good one is that the first
one knows the rules and the second one
understands also, what these rules are
for.
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It is not difficult to guess what the correct
procedure should look like when
checking such claims. After stopping the
clock, the arbiter should invite both
players to a separate chessboard and
ask them to reconstruct the game and
show him repeated positions. Not
because he is lazy or he is not able to
do it, but to limit the possibility of the
players to think about positions and
future moves. Additionally, doing it that
way, the whole process is easier, faster
and also safer, as eliminates possible
mistakes.
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LEGENDS QUESTIONS
MEET ANATOLY AVRAAMOVICH BYKHOVSKY
Father of Soviet Youth chess. National Youth Trainer 1965-1991.Trainer of IGM
Aleksander Grishchuk

1)What are You doing in life at the
current moment?
I spend a lot of time on internet and
especially on Youtube, trying to
understand modern times and new
generation. With mixed success. But ,as
I think ,even top Russian journalist as
Jury Dudj is helpless here!
2)Your recollections of meetings with
the World Champions? I knew
personally all after war World
Champions. I was friends with Tal and
Spassky, even Mikhail Botvinnik called
me , as his friend. With Karpov,
Kasparov and Kramnik I worked, when
they all were members of Soviet Youth
team.
3)Your best game? Maybe it was not
the best game, but I still remember my
win against Leonid Stein in International
tournament in Kislovodsk 1967. He was
in that moment three times Soviet
Champion!
4)Which Your achievement You
consider to be most important? As
Head Trainer of Soviet Youth Team I did
some good service , creating of three
powerfull waves of great players ,which
were led by three great Ks! For kids I
created legendary tournaments , as
“White Rook” and Pioneers Palaces
Championship.
5)Best and most important chess
book? In my chess library the most
precious books are that, signed by
Mikhail Botvinnik personally!Even some
of them with rhymes!
6)How did you start your chess
career? My Alma mater Moscow
Pioneers Palace on Stopany .I was 10
years old and I went there with the tram
through the whole Moscow! From the
last stop I ran to the Palace, as I wanted
to be sooner in the World of Chess! My
first trainer there was legendary Evgeni
Anufrievich Penchko.

7)Your favourite openings? I always
started with White like Robert Fischer
e2-e4! With black always classical
answers against e4 -e7-e5 and against
d4I played d7-d5!Recently I understoodits all ,because ,probably, I am a centrist
in the politics and in life!.
8)Who was the most difficult and
most easiest opponent in your
career? The easiest and the most
difficult work for me was with the same
player-Sasha Grishchuk! We worked
together 10 years…..
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10)Favourite city, food and drink
Favorite city not really, probably
London.
I have many favorite cities
Amsterdam and Madrid, Tbilisi and
Riga. But the best is Moscow ,on
which I grumble a lot
Food –roasted potatoes.
Drink –in younger years vodka!
Nowadays-cranberry mors.

9)Non chess best book, movie and
song for You? There are films, which I
can see many times. There are
“Holidays in Rome”, “Forrest Gump” and
“Don’t cry”. Songs about war by
unforgettable Ludmila Gurchenko. But
the best was Dark night by Mark
Bernes..
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FUN ZONE

>A good player is always lucky.

JOSE RAUL
CAPABLANCA
SAID
ABOUT
CHESS:

>You may learn much more from a
game you lose than from a game you
win. You will have to lose hundreds of
games before becoming a good player

For this edition of the ECU EMagazine we prepared 4
positions where White mates in 3
moves!

>Chess is a very logical game and it is
the man who can reason most logically
and profoundly in it that ought to win
>In order to improve your game, you
must study the endgame before
everything else. For whereas the
endings can be studied and mastered by
themselves, the middle game and
opening must be studied in relation to
the end game.
>People who want to improve should
take their defeats as lessons, and
endeavor to learn what to avoid in the
future. You must also have the courage
of your convictions. If you think your
move is good, make it.
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Solutions from
September Magazine
#Puzzle 1:
1.Rh8+!! Kxh8 2.Qh1+ Kg8
3.Qh7#
#Puzzle 2:
1.Nb6+!! Nxb6 [1...axb6
2.Rxc6+ bxc6 3.Ba6#] 2.Rxc6+
bxc6 3.Ba6#
#Puzzle 3:
1.Qh5!! h6 2.Qg6!! hxg6 3.Qh5#
#Puzzle 4:
1.Qh2+ Nh7 2.Qxh7!!+ Nxh7
3.Nf7#
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