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Italy wins Mitropa Cup 2021

Teams of Italy conquered the top
of Mitropa Chess Cup 2021
winning in both Women’s and
Open sections.

#EICC2021 - Invitation

European Individual Chess
Championship 2021 will take
place from 26th August-5th
September in Reykjavik, Iceland.

European Individual
. Chess Champlonship 2021

End (11th Round): /|
5 September 2021 / A

tart (1st Round):
26 August 2021

Prize Fund:
100 000
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European Chess Union has its seat in Switzerland,
Address: Rainweidstrasse 2, CH-6333, Hunenberg
See, Switzerland .

European Chess Union is an independent
association founded in 1985 in Graz, Austria;
European Chess Union has 54 National Federation
Members;

Every year ECU organizes more than 20 prestigious
events and championships;

www.europechess.org
ecu.secretary.general@gmail.com
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Briefly..

European Hybrid Qualification Chess Tournament for the FIDE
World Cup 2021 was organised successfully from 24th to 31st May
with 264 players from 35 federations.

The European Girls and Women’s weekend took place Online, on
14th, 15th and 16th of May with hundreds of participants.

European Individual Chess Championship 2021 will take place from
August 26th — September 5th in Reykjavik, Iceland. Invitation
published.

Teams of Italy conquered the top of Mitropa Chess Cup 2021
winning in both Women'’s and Open sections! The Mitropa Cup 2021
took place from 3rd to 12th May, as a Hybrid event

ECU announced a number of activities for June 2021 in
cooperation with FIDE PDC:

+ Webinar for Erasmus #Friday June 18
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Vladislav Artemiev wins

Federation

European Hybrid Qualification
Chess Tournament

European Hybrid Qualification Chess Tournament for the FIDE World
Cup 2021 took place from 24th-31st May through Tornelo online
platform.

The event was played within 2 stages: knockout and final swiss
phase. 36 winners of the final knockout round qualified for the FIDE
World Chess Cup 2021 and 9 rounds Swiss event which determined
the distribution of prizes. Artemiev Vladislav won the Swiss event
taking the 1st prize.
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FIDE World Cup 2021 qualifiers

The final knockout round of the
European Hybrid Qualification
Chess Tournament took place
from 28-29 May. The games
were played on Tornelo Online
platform with 72 players fighting
for 36 FIDE World Cup spots.

21 players qualified after two
games-match classical time control,
while 15 matches proceeded to
tiebreak games. After the tiebreaker
rapid mini matches and three
Armageddon games, the following
players earned tickets to the 2021
Sochi FIDE World Cup:

1.Artemiev Vladislav (RUS, 2709)
2.Tomashevsky Evgeny (RUS,2706)
3.Esipenko Andrey (RUS, 2701)
4.Predke Alexandr (RUS, 2690)
5.Matlakov Maxim (RUS, 2688)
6.Fedoseev Viadimir (RUS, 2687)
7.David Anton Guijarro (ESP, 2673)
8.Cheparinov Ilvan (BUL, 2667)
9.Sjugirov Sanan (RUS, 2663)
10.Lupulescu Constantin(ROU,2656
11.Oparin Grigoriy (RUS, 2652)
12.Laznicka Viktor (CZE, 2647)
13.Motylev Alexander (RUS, 2641)
14.Martirosyan Haik (ARM, 2637)
15.Yilmaz Mustafa (TUR, 2630)
16.Bogdan-Deac Daniel (ROU,2627)
17.Ponkratov Pavel (RUS, 2624)
18.Shant Sargsyan (ARM, 2618)
19.Alekseev Evgeny (RUS, 2617)
20.Svane Rasmus (GER,2615)
21.Zvjaginsev Vadim (RUS,2614)
22.Braun Arik (GER, 2609)

Moscow playing
venue

23. Indjic Aleksandar (SRB, 2607)
24.Ilvanisevic lvan (SRB, 2606)
25.Jobava Baadur (GEO, 2603)
26.Krasenkow Michal (POL, 2597)
27.Brkic Ante (CRO, 2592)
28.Hovhannes Gabuzyan(ARM2590
29.Thai Dai Van Nguyen(CZE,2577)
30.Emre Can (TUR, 2569)
31.Paichadze Luka (GEO, 2565)
32.Martinovic Sasa (CRO, 2548)
33.Savchenko Boris (RUS, 2538)
34.Afanasiev Nikita (RUS, 2522)
35.Kozak Adam (HUN, 2518)
36.Teclaf Pawel (POL, 2502)

European Hybrid
Qualification Event

It is notable that Russian
players dominated the field as
14 of them have qualified for
the FIDE World Cup taking
place in their country.
Armenian Chess Federation got
3 qualifiers, while Turkey,
Croatia, Serbia, Czech
Republic, Germany, Georgia,
Poland and Romania got 2
qualifiers, each.

Finally, Bulgaria, Spain and
Hungary got 1 qualifier, each.
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European Hybrid Swiss tiebreak
took place on May 30th, as a 9
rounds Swiss tournament,
deciding the distribution of
32.000 EUR prize pool.

36 qualifiers for the FIDE World Cup

2021 participated the Finals.

After 9 played rounds, two players
tied for the top scoring 6.5 points
each: Vladislav Artemiev (RUS,
2709) and Aleksandar Indjic (SRB,
2607).

Additional tiebreak criteria decided
that European Chess Champion
2019 — Vladislav Artemiev — takes
the 1st prize, while Indjic came
second.

Pavel Ponkratov (RUS, 2624)
earned the third prize as he had
better additional criteria than Haik
Martirosyan (ARM, 2637).

Both players scored 6 points to tie
for the third place.

All the results can be found on the
ECU Website.

After deep checks of the Fair Play
pannel, the results were announced
officially, with 0 Appeals and no
cheating case to be reported.

Prize distribution

European Hybrid
Qualification event

European Hybrid Swiss tiebreak
took place on May 30th, as a 9
rounds Swiss tournament,
deciding the distribution of
32.000 EUR prize pool.

The 1st prize awarded to a
Winner of the event is 3.000
euros, and there were 30 money
prizes for the finalists of the
tournament.

4 winners of the Swiss tiebreaker

European Qualification Tournament was
successful and European Chess Union
is thankful to the Arbiters team led by
Takis Nikolopoulos.

Besides the central Panel Arbiters and
ECU Arbiter Council, who actively
participated in the preparations, a total
of 82 Arbiters achieved a special
condition event.

We would like to sincerely thank the
Arbiters team, Tornelo Team, the
Broadcasting team and ECU officers
and National Chess Federations who
supported daily the competition.

A total team of 100 persons made the
European Hybrid Qualification
Tournament possible.

Additional 10 places for FIDE World Cup

In accordance with the ECU Board's
decision in February 2021, in
addition to the 36 qualifiers from
European Hybrid Qualification
Tournament, 10 ECU places have
been awarded to the highest ranked
European players who have no
other direct qualifying place under
FIDE World Cup 2021 regulations.

The representation of Europe in

World Cup 2021 is at the highest
level.
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10 additional ECU qualifiers:

. Jan-Krzysztof Duda (POL, 2729)
. Veselin Topalov (BUL, 2735)

. Dmitry Andreikin (RUS, 2724)

. Peter Svidler (RUS, 2714)

. Nikita Vitiugov (RUS, 2724)

. Michael Adams (RUS, 2716)

. Francisco Vallejo Pons (ESP,
2710)

8. Daniil Dubov (RUS, 2714)

9. Radoslaw Wojtaszek (POL, 2687)
10.David Navara (CZE, 2697)
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EUROPEAN HYBRID QUALIFICATI(

ECU Secretary General
Mr.Theodoros Tsorbatzoglou in
ECU live studio

ECU Live studio - European Hybrid
Qualification Chess Tournament

All the games of the event
were broadcasted live
together with live
commentaries by WGM Keti
Tsatsalashvili and GM Marcin
Tazbir.

They hosted special guests
in the ECU Live studio, such
as: ECU Secretary General,
Mr. Theodoros Tsorbatzoglou
who also opened the event
on the 1st day.

ECU President Mr.Zurab
Azmaiparashvili joined live
WGM Keti Tsatsalashvili studio and he spoke about
the qualifying tournaments
and the upcoming European
over the board tournaments.
Reelected President of the
Icelandic Chess Federation
and ECU Deputy President
Mr. Gunnar Bjornsson was
also live, speaking
preparations for the
upcoming European Chess
Championship 2021 in
Reykjavik.

Finally ECU studio hosted
also FIDE General Director
Mr. Emil Sutovsky who gave
valuable information for the
World Cup qualifiers.

FIDE Executive
Director Mr.Emil
Sutovsky joined
ECU studio

ECU Deputy
President
Mr.Gunnar
Bjornsson
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Greece venue Netherlands venue Spain venue

ECU Hybrid Qualification Tournament
playing venues

264 players from 35 During the event, many results were In the 2nd rapid game Gelfand suffered a
European federations surprising as the rating favourites suffered a ~ mouse-sleep on move 16 and placed the
participated in ECU Hybrid loss against underdogs. One of them was in  queen on the attacked square, giving it away.
Qualification Tournament. All the match between GM Gelfand Boris and Pechac Jergus proved that chess is a

of them played the event from GM Pechac Jergus from Slovakia. After two gentleman’s game and in the spirit of
specially designated and draws in classical games, the 1st rapid game  majestic sportsmanship offered a draw.

approved venues. ended with the same result. Gelfand accepted and the winner of the
match was decided in an Armaaeddon aame.

Slovakian GM
Pechac Jergus
had the white
pieces in
Armageddon
game against
Gelfand and
won the
dramatic
match, earning
a place in the
3rd round.

Ukraine venue

i A
£
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Italy wins double crown at
Mitropa Cup 2021

Teams of Italy conquered the top of Mitropa Chess Cup
2021 winning in both Women’s and Open sections!

The Mitropa Cup 2021 took place from 3rd-12th May,
played as a Hybrid event through Tornelo online platform.

ECU President
Mr.Zurab
Azmaiparahsvili
addressed all the
players during the
Opening ceremony
of the event.

dramatic finish marked the Open
section’s last round. Three teams
were in a race for the top: Italy,
Czech Republic and Slovakia.
Team of Italy took a narrow 2.5-1.5
victory over Austria to clinch the
Winner's title thanks to a better
board points criteria, since Slovakia
had the same score of 14 match
points.

Slovakia took silver medal, while
Czech Republic and France tied for
bronze, scoring 13 match points,
each, but board points decided that
the Czech Republic got third place.

Newsletter May 2021

In Women'’s section, team of Italy
convincingly won the Championship
scoring 17 match points to be the
sole winner of the event. Second
place came to Hungary with 14
match points, while Germany took
bronze with 13 match points.

This year, the traditional teams’
event was played in a hybrid format,
gathering 10 nations: Austria,
Croatia, Czech Republic, France,
Germany, Hungary, Italy, Slovakia,
Slovenia, Switzerland.

More details about the event can be
found on the ECU Website.




European Girl’s and Women’s Weekend

The ECU Girls and
Women’s weekend took
place Online, on 14th, 15th
and 16th of May.

The event was hosted by the German
Chess Youth Association, and it
gathered more than 800 participants.
The event comprised a wide range of
events: tournaments, simultaneous
exhibitions with live commentaries,
workshops and coaching sessions.

The weekend was opened by ECU Vice
President Eva Repkova, director of
Sports German Chess Youth
Association Kristin Wodzinski, former
Vice President of German Chess youth
Association Lilli Hahn and a special
guest was — Tatia Skhirtladze, director of
the documentary movie “Glory to the
Queen”.

Coaching sessions were open to all
interested participants with several
themes. A beginners class was given by
WIM Andrea Navrotescu and WFM
Anna Endress. WGM Petra Papp
coached on the theme of “Golden Rules
for Improving your game”. WIM Jana
Schneider and GM Marie Sebag
continued with advanced coaching
sessions “The instructive Games of
Women World Champions” and
“Attacking the king”. Finally, WIM Teja
Vidic and WIM Lara Janzelj presented a
chess opening lecture “The Queens
Gambit” inspired by popular Netflix
series. FM Akshaya Kalaiyalahan, WGM
Josefine Heinemann , WGM Ticia Gara,
WGM Petra Papp and IM Elisabeth
Paehtz took part in the small group

ECU Girls' and Womens'
Weekend

Thousands of people followed the
1st ECU Girls’ and Women’s Chess
Weekend which attracted the
attention of many chess and news
portals. One of them was
chessdom.com which followed the
events live throughout both days.

All the details about the event and
video reports can be found here.

The participants of the event could enjoy
simultaneous exhibitions by WGM Laura
Unuk, WFM Denise Trippold, WGM
Petra Papp and GM Marie Sebag. All
the simuls were transmitted live,
together with live commentaries by WFM
Nikola Mayrhuber, WIM WIM Inna
Agrest, WGM Katarzyna Toma, WIM
Lara Janzelj, and WIM Teja Vidic.

Tournaments took place through lichess
platform, within beginners, U1300,
U1800 and Open sections.

U1300 Winner: Regentropfen21 (GER)
U1800 Winner: AnajBeber (SLO)
Arena Open Winner: Leela_NLCS (ENG

Workshop and debates:

Workshops and debates took place with
many interesting themes:

> Workshop: Eat and Win — What to eat
and when to eat to perform at your best.
Miriam Moerwald & IM Harald
Schneider-Zinner

>Presentation: Time Management:
The endless chess struggle.

WGM Regina Theissl-Pokorna
>Workshop: My daughter wants to
play chess Aylin Albayrak and her
daughter Nese Workshop:

>How to start streaming.

WIM Andreea Navrotescu

>Round Table: How to publicly present
and report about womens chess.

IM Stefan Loffler & Alice O’'Gorman
>Round Table: Do we need more
female arbiters?

Anemone Kulczak, Sandra Schmidt
>Workshop: Working with a Women’s
National Team.

IM Harald Schneider-Zinner
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Online Workshop "Equal opportunities™

The 1st Online Workshop
“Equal Opportunities” took
place from 16th-19th of
May 2021.

The four days of the Workshop have
seen interesting discussion around
providing opportunities for everyone to
participate in chess regardless of their
capabilities.

After the inaugural workshop took place
in Thessaloniki, Greece in September
2019 the Global Pandemic caused the
format to be slightly adapted and moved
online instead. This allowed for people
from all over the world to join in the
discussion around how inclusion can be
worked towards, regardless of whether
you are a trainer, arbiter or organiser.

Around 150 people joined the Workshop
during the 4 days, with the keynote
sessions from Day 3 also being shown
live on Youtube.

GM Thomas Luther was leading the
session relating to Trainers, whilst FM
Theodoros Tsorbatzoglou encouraged
discussions for Organisers and WIM
Carolina Munoz Solis lectured for
Arbiters.

The most interesting day was the 3rd
Day with different keynote speakers
giving an insight into the importance of
inclusion into chess and how chess can
change lives.

ECU President
Zurab
Azmaiparashvili

3 NGO's: GIVING FOR LATVIA,

«1 CAN MEET FRIENDS AND
WINGS FOR WHEELS, ES! DRAUGS COMMUNICATE®

AN EXHIBITION MATCH ORGANIZED
IN LONDON SFUNDS RAISED =2
TRAINING LAUNCHED

«IT TOOK ME BACK
TO MY
CHILDHOOD»

«STOP COVID AND GIVE
US CHESS BACK!»

«l GOT NEW SKILLS AND
NEW FRIENDS»

After being introduced by ECU President
Zurab Azmaiparashvili, FIDE President
Arkady Dvorkovich thanked everyone
who has been helping to start making a
difference when it comes to including
everyone.

ECU Vice President and FIDE MD Dana
Reizniece Ozola gave an overview of
some of the interesting projects that
have been happening over the past year
and the impact chess has had on so
many people in these uncertain times.

Sonja Johnson, Chairperson of PDC,
spoke about the support that is available
to federations and that there are so
many great ideas out there.

"Equal opportunities™

The 1st Online Workshop
“Equal Opportunities” took
place from 16th-19th of May
2021.

The main aim of the Workshop
was to introduce and explore
the most important information
about chess players with
disabilities. The participants
analysed the situation in chess
and reach basic skills for
interacting and accommodating
people with disabilities acting as
Organiser, Trainer and Arbiter.
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ACCESSIBLE SPORTS

FACILITIES

In summary, when considering how disabled people
will use any part of the facility it is important to ask the

following questions:
l

How will they find it?

How will they reach it?

How will they use it?

How will they leave the facility?

Dr Marape spoke about the challenges
from a medical point of view as
disabilities and the required adaptations
are incredibly diverse.

Elias Mastoras spoke about some of the
sports programs for people with
disabilities that he has been involved in
and some of you might remember him
as one the speakers from the Workshop
in Greece.

The last hour saw FIDE Executive
Director Victor Bologan talk about his
motivation for supporting chess for
people with disabilities and how the
benefits for the players are not just
limited to the game but ultimately can
help improve lives and experiences.
Sorin Lapadatou gave an account from
how Chess for the Blind has been
starting to get recognised more and
more, being included in the World IBSA
Games in Birmingham in 2023.

1% Online
Workshop
"Equal
opportunities”

ACCESSIBLE
FACILITIES

Throughout the four days some very
interesting discussions were had with
the lecturers encouraging healthy
debates and challenging perceptions.
Quite a few of the participants shared
their own stories and experiences within
their respective involvements in chess.
Lots of talking was around how
advancing technology can be utilised but
how strict rules need to be in place to
avoid cheating. We also learned about
Bear, the Chess Husky, who is Sean
Manross’ support dog and how these
animals are so well trained that no one
will notice them but the difference they
make to the person, but also to
organisers and fellow players can be
enormous.

Main goals of the
Workshop:

The following were the goals of
the workshop:

>To increase participants’
awareness of disability issues
and disability culture.

>To educate Chess Arbiters,
Trainers & Organisers providing
special certificates of
specialization.

>To inform about European
programs and activities related
with sports & disability

We are very much looking forward to
continuing the discussions that provided
a lot of food for thought, helping to
collate the information that is already out
there to make it accessible to a wider
audience and further raise awareness
that no one needs to shy away from
inclusion.

Newsletter May 2021
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INVITATIONS

European Individual
Chess Championship 2021

European Individual Chess Championship 2021 will fo:jere ti_s “°|'4imit to Pa”ici:?a“tt_s per
take place from August 26th — September 5th in o, e iR Iea ons can

e only be sent by national federations.
Reykjavik, Iceland.
Registration deadline is July 15th.

Prolongation of the registration deadline

may be possible for some federations if
he Championship will be played a very special reason is presented as a
according to the ECU Tournament Rules  lustification for the delay.

Swiss system of 11 rounds. o ] o
The official venue of the championship is

The European Individual Chess Hotel Natura, a historic place with a rich
Championship 2021 is a qualifying event ~ history of chess events held there.
for the FIDE World Cup 2023 with 23 Bobby Fischer stayed at this hotel during

qualification spots. The total prize fund is  his 1972 World Championship match

100,000EUR, with 20.000EUR reserved ~ against Boris Spassky. A replica of the
for the Winner of the event. Besides the famous table used in 1972 can be found

regular prizes, there will be special at the hotel. Several other high-profile
prizes for best junior players, best events have been held at the hotel,
women players, best senior players and including the 1977 Spassky vs. Hort
prizes for the 5 highest placed ACP Candidates match and the 1991 GMA
Premium Members. World Cup. as well as the GMA World
Cup in 1991.
Y The event is open to all players o )
l'?:E C_ L" representing the Chess Federations Official Website of the event
- which are members of the European o ) )
Chess Union, regardless of their title or Official regulations are published on the
rating. ECU Website.

R European Individual
Eui'qpééﬂ. Chess [i!nmf;{‘ Chess ChamPIOHShIP 2021 a
Start(1stRound):  { End (11th Round): /| A

¥

Prize Fund:
100 000
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UPCOMING IN JUNE

& el U

ﬁ= E ras m u S + European Chess {'.;L”h.”

GENS UNA SUMUS

e 1905
Developing/guiding new Erasmus+ projects T h e
for National federations and Chess organizations

18 Junl:g‘-ii:lﬂ CET . S M A RT
| Method
to Teach Chess

COURSE LEADERS

Jespar Bargmark Hall
Chairman of ECU Education,
that is an experienced applicator
and project manager.

Alessandro Dominicl
Member of ECU Education and
founder of Alfieri Bianco, that is
he most successful applicator for
‘chess projects from Erasmus+

ECUI10I1

ry: European National Chess
lerations and their Partners

ntact: iat@europachess.org

Webinar for Erasmus ECLLlOdl The Sn;arth
#Fri ne 1l Method to Teach Chess,
day June 18 19-20 June

ECU EDU Commission organizes two Online events in
June: Webinar for Erasmus+ Projects (taking place on
Friday, June 18) and ECU101 The Smart Method to
Teach Chess Webinar (taking place from 19-20 June).

The Webinar for developing/
guiding new Erasmus+
projects will take place online on
18th of June and it is Open for

European Nacational Chess s G
Federations and their partners. H«wm-c- U ECU101 m
All the details and registration THE SMART METHOD TO TEACH CHESS
form can be found on the ECU 2 i s ; s ;
Website. This Training Course is subsidised by the European Chess Union

to members of national chess federations affiliated with ECU
A Chess Teacher Training such that concessionary places will be provided for the following

Course will be organised on

19-20 June supported by the «« Women applying i ECU federation members

FIDE Development Fund. P4 individually from f . of Small Nations and

This Training Course is I ECU federations Development countries

subsidised by the European " -

Chess Union to members of 0

national chess federations 1 9 2 0 J un e 2 0 2 1 Su;algé'r'f:%dcby
I

afflllated_wnh ECU such_that Chess in Educatlon
concessionary places will be - vww.chessplus.n
provided for the following: a)

Women applying individually

from ECU federations

b) ECU federation members of

Small Nations and #Chess

Development countries.

All the information here and way
to apply for a free place.
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UPCOMING IN JUNE

International Organisers Webinar

The Webinar for FIDE International Organizers will take place
from June 28 - July 1.
The event is organized by European Chess Union in cooperation with
FIDE Events Commission and FIDE Women’s Commission, co-
funded by FIDE Development Fund.
he event will be organized for
maximum 60 participants:
>15 female participants from any
European federation, supported by
FIDE Development fund
>15 participants from European
Small Nations (Zone 1.10) —
Albania, Kosovo, North Macedonia
and Moldavia, supported by FIDE
Development fund
>30 participants from any FIDE
Chess Federation member with
entry fee.

NI

European Chess Union
Nimer THES
The deadline for registration is

Friday 25th June 2021.
The registration form can be found
the ECU Website.

GENS UNA SUMUS g
A
I‘TﬁDEI'l

GENS UNA SUMUS
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28 June - 1 July 2021

The Webinar which will be held in
English language.

Seminar Topics:

>Regulations FIDE Events (General
Regulations, Specific Regulations,
Bid Procedure)

>Events’ Management

>Ratings and Titles — Tournament
Conditions

>Titles applications and Tournament
experience

>QOrganisation of Online and Hybrid
Events

The registration fee is 50 EUR, and
the payment can be done Online,
through the following link or through
the ECU Bank Account. Successful
Seminar attendees will grant a FIDE
IO Norm necessary for the FIDE 10
title application.

Contact:
Technical Organizer- IO Mikhalil
Prevenios: mprevenios@gmail.com

FIDE INTERNATIONAL ORGANISERS ONLINE SEMINAR WITH ECU

FECU

European Chess Union

EUROPEAN CHESS UNION IN COOPERATION WITH FIDE EVENTS COMMISSION &
FIDE WOMEN'S COMMISSION

14



UPCOMING IN JUNE

RAND CHESS T@UR ON€  sypgp

Grand Chess Tour - Romania 2021 %

The first leg of the 2021 Grand Chess Tour has started on 4th
of June in Bucharest, Romania.

10 top Grandmasters participate in the event: Fabiano
Caruana, Levon Aronian, Anish Giri, Alexander Grischuk,
Wesley So, Shakhriyar Mamedyarov, Teimour Radjabov,
Maxime Vachier-Lagrave, Bogdan-Daniel Deac and Constantin
Lupulescu.

The total prize fund of the event is 325000%.

Details can be found on the official website.

Mediterranean Chess Championship 2021
and European School Chess Individual
Cup 2021.

Montenegro Chess Federation organises two events in
period from 18-27 June 2021 in a 4* Hotel Palas, in
Petrovac, Montenegro: Mediterranean Chess
Championship 2021 and European School Chess
Individual Cup 2021.

Official invitation and regulations of the events can be
found on the ECU Website.

Queens' Festival

The Global Women'’s Online
Chess Challenge “The Queens’
Festival”, a series of continental
and global women'’s online chess
tournaments and educative side 3 S

events, starts on June 11, 2021. (QUQ 1 QS l i‘*(ll

June 2021

The festival is organized by FIDE
Commission for Women'’s Chess
in cooperation with FIDE Events
Commission with the support of

Global Wome'Oy ine Chess Challenge

the International Olympic . .
Committee. . T

Details can be found on the
Official Website.
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ARBITERS CORNER

Text by: Marco Biagioli, |IA Attorney at Law — ITA Arbiters’
Commission, ECU Arbiters’ Council

BE HERE, BE THERE, BE FAIR

Do you remember how all this
started?

We were in March 2020, the
pandemic was starting to hit the
world; European borders were
suddenly closed in a way that many
of us did never experienced before;
the World Senior Championship in
Prague was unexpectedly cut after
round 7; candidates interrupted after
just half the tournament; many
countries imposed restrictions to
public gatherings; internal
movements and any sport or social
activity got stuck.

In this scenario we all started asking
ourselves what Chess’ future was
and when would we have started to
play World or European
Championships again, or even
regular tournaments or international
opens.

After a couple of months, we started
to think that we could move online
and play remotely since the
technology we needed for that was
already available.

The first large scale experiment was
the pioneer Sitges Online Chess
Tournament, shortly followed by
Online Nations Cup.

| personally took part in these
events, seeing how online Chess
was birthing and what its main
problem was: possible cheating.

Newsletter May 2021

One of the first reaction | clearly
remember was: online Chess is
hopeless since the opportunities to
cheat are too many and the
possibility to fight it fewer.

But as in any crisis happens, the
strength of the need is able to make
what years of endless discussions
don’t: tournament to tournament,
championship by championship we
acquired more and more
experience; we learned more and
more about possible cheating and
how to fight it; we wrote protocols
and regulations; we got some basic
concepts and ideas; we increased
our knowledge; we established
Hybrid Chess, thanks to the ECU’s
proactive role in developing new
formulas.

Now that more than one year has
passed, we can reverse the point
upside down and from the point of
view of a ECU Hybrid Qualification
Deputy Chief Arbiter | start
wondering: speaking about cheating,
are we sure that online Chess, to
certain conditions, aren’t even safer
than over the board Chess?

Let’s clarify some points: to any
person who is aware of some
cheating basics, no tournament is
safe, and no tournament is
dangerous. It always depends on
what measures are implemented,
who implements them and how
trained and experienced they are.
Hence, stating that online Chess is
less safe and OTB Chess is safer
without considering the environment,
in general, is trivial.
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But we can make some comparison among similar level tournaments and
standards of protection. From May 24th until May 30th, the European Hybrid
Qualification event to the World Cup 2021 took place: we can probably
consider it as the same level of a continental Championship (even if it isn’t)
and wonder if it would have been safer or not over the board.

The current measures applied in this
Hybrid Qualification event are the
following: players can only play from
officially designated venues; where
they are under control of minimum
two arbiters (and an extra one is
required every ten additional
players); they are scanned before
entering the hall; they can’t leave it if
they aren’t escorted by an arbiter;
the games are checked; the
equipment is double checked at the
beginning and at the end of the
games; the venues are under
surveillance of remote arbiters;
individual camera; screenshares and
video recording are in use and
games are checked by FIDE anti-
cheating tools and platform owned
anti-cheating algorithm.

In some venues, we could
enumerate more arbiters than
players and in general, the players/
arbiters rate is far much higher than
in any OTB tournament where also
remote arbiters do not exist. In my
opinion, this puts the safety standard
of a well organised Hybrid event on
the same level (if not higher) than a
regular event.

Newsletter May 2021

Of course, this doesn’'t mean OTB
event are necessarily less safe or
safer, nor that one specific measure
is crucial or that we just need to
increase the personnel to have safer
tournaments.

What we really learned after one
year of online chess is that we could
make online events safe, or at least
far safer than the first ones deeply
rethinking our approach to anti-
cheating, moving from the common
idea one metal scanner was the
solution to any possible cheating
issue and realising there are many
ways to cheat and any of them has a
different solution to be fought.

This experience, even if we may all
conclude online Chess is hopeless
at the end, shall suggest us that this
time is not to be wasted but it will be
the right way to start rebuilding our
anti-cheating system from its basis
so that, when we will start play big
events over the board again, we will
have acquired enough knowledge to
say our overall protection deeply
increased from what it was in
February 2020.
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LEGENDS QUESTIONS

MEET CHESS LEGEND GM Eduardas Rozentalis
10 questions by GM Adrian Mikhalchishin

1

1) What are You doing in life in the
current moment?
Mostly giving lessons.

2) Your recollections with
meetings with the World
Champions?

| was lucky to meet at the board 8
World Champions: Smyslov, Tal,
Karpov, Kasparov, Kramnik,
Khalifman, Ponomarev, Carlsen.

3) Your best game?
Probably the game against Ivanchuk
(Manila Ol. 1992).

4) Which Your achievement You
consider to be the most
important?

3 times Former USSR Young
Masters Champion.

5) Best and most important chess
books?

| can’t name one or few most
important chess books. One of my
first books which had a great impact
on me was the one about Lasker.

6) How did You start Your career?
My both parents were strong chess
players, so | had no choice?
However later | really liked it and
chess became my career.

7) Your favourite openings?
Probably 2 c¢3 Sicilian, Spanish
Exchange variation and Petrov
Defense.

8) Who was the most difficult and
the easiest opponent in Your
career?

With the years more and more
opponents are becoming most
difficult ?

And there are no easy opponents
any more.

4-’
s X7

9) Non chess best book, film and
singer for You.

| can’t name just one best in every
category.

10) Favourite city, food and drink.

City: Vilnius
Food: pancakes
Drink: water.

Newsletter May 2021
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Pal Benko

said
about
chess:

>Errors have nothing to do with
luck; they are caused by time
pressure, discomfort or
unfamiliarilty with a position,
distractions, feelings of
intimidation, nervous tension,
overambition, excessive caution,
and dozens of other
psychological factors.

>Under no circumstances should
you play fast if you have a
winning position. Forget the
clock, use all your time and make
good moves.

>Patience is the most valuable
trait of the endgame player.

>The business of the endgame is
maneuvring to control critical
squares, advancing or blockading
passed pawns, preparing a
breakthrough by the king, or
exploiting the subtle superiority
of one piece over another.

Newsletter May 2021

For this edition of the
ECU E-Magazine we
prepared for you 4
positions where White
mates in 2 moves!

Solutions from April
Magazine

#Puzzle 1:

1.Re8+ Rf8 2.Rxg7+ Kh8
3.Rxf8#

#Puzzle 2:

1.Qxf8+ Kxf8 2.Bh6+ Kg8
3.Re8#

#Puzzle 3:

1.Rcg7+ Kf8 2.h6! a1l=Q
3.Rh8#

Puzzle 4:

1.Bg6! Be3 2.Rxe3 d5 3.Re8#
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