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The president of European Chess Union,  Mr.  Zurab Azmaiparashvili,  paid a working  visit  

in  Dubai, the United  Arab Emirates, where he met with  the representatives of Asian 

Chess Federation, the Arab Union  and the UAE Chess Federation. 

The president of ECU met with  the General Secretary of the Asian Chess Federation, 

Hisham Al Taher, Assistant to Secretary General of the UAE Chess Federation, Mahdi  

Abdulrahim  and the Executive Director  of UAE Chess Federation, Saud Al Marzouqi.  

After  the meeting, the UAE Chess Federation hosted a dinner  for  the representatives of 

the European Chess Union  and Georgian Chess Federation. Together with  the Zurab 

Azmaiparashvili,  the dinner  attended the president of Georgian Chess Federation, Giorgi  

Giorgadze, the General Secretary of the Georgian Chess Federation, Akaki Iashvili,  the 

Chief Executive Officer of FIDE, Geoffrey Borg, and a FIDE consultant  Tea Kipshidze. 

 

 

 

 

  

After  the meetings, the president of ECU visited a Sharjah chess club, where he met with  

the president of Arab Chess Union,  Sheikh Saud Al Mualla,  a delegate of Palestinian 

Chess Federation, Al-Susi Rajai, the General Secretary of Sharjah chess club and the 

former  General Secretary of UAE Chess Federation, Jamal Elisa Mohaman Almidfa,  and 

Grandmaster Salem Al Saleh. 

 

Aside from  the discussion of the possibility  that  the Asian Chess Federation, the Arab 

Union and the UAE Chess Federation start  a more close relationship  with  the ECU, Zurab 

Azmaiparashvili  acquainted the representatives with  the ECU's new direction  of chess in 

school. It  is also worth  mentioning  that  chess already exists in many schools of Sharjah, 

the United  Arab Emirates. 
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Shevchenko Kirill  wins European Youth Grand Prix Series 

2017/2018 

After  the 3rd and the last stage of European Youth Grand Prix Series 2017/2018, 

Shevchenko Kirill  (UKR, 2569) was crowned as the Winner  of series of three tournaments  

which gathered the best young and talented players from  Europe. 

The final  Grand-Prix standings consist of the results of each of the European Youth 

Grand Prix event. Young Ukrainian  Grandmaster and the Winner  of the 2nd leg of 

European Youth Grand Prix tournament,  Shevchenko Kirill,  came on the top by reaching 

270 points. GM Hakobyan Aram (ARM, 2542) took the second place with  250 points, 

while the third  place went to FM Shunin Kirill  (RUS, 2317) with  220 points. 

 

The final  leg of the European Youth Grand Prix Series took place from  14th-26th May, in  

Kirishi,  Russia, under the name "World  Youth Stars" dedicated to the memory of Vanya 

Somov. 

The Winner  of the final  tournament  was decided according to the tiebreak system, since 

three players reached the same score of 8 points after 11 played rounds. On the tiebreak 

basis, Hakobyan Aram took gold, which wasn't enough for  leaping on the top of the final  

list,  since Shevchenko Kirill  was silver, while  the bronze came to Sargsyan Shant (ARM, 

2489). 

Final  Standings of the last stage of European Youth Grand Prix 2017/2018 

 

 

 

 

The European Youth Grand Prix is a series of three tournaments  held over two calendar 

years, 2017 and 2018, which were played as a 12-player single Round Robin events, with  

the time control:  90 minutes for  the end of the game for  each player, plus 30 seconds per 

move starting  from  move one. The 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners of each competition  

were awarded with  diplomas and prizes. 

The 1st Series took place in Kirishi,  Russia from  16th-28th  May 2018, under the name XV 

World's  Youth Stars- Vanya Somov's Memorial,  the 2nd series took place in Dzermuk, 

Armenia in October 2017, and the 3rd took place again in Kirishi  from  14th-26th May. 

http://chess-results.com/tnr354203.aspx?lan=11&art=1
http://chess-results.com/tnr354203.aspx?lan=11&art=1
http://www.somovsmemorial.ru/
http://www.europechess.org/shevchenko-kiril-wins-the-2nd-leg-of-european-youth-gran-prix-20172018/
http://www.europechess.org/shevchenko-kiril-wins-the-2nd-leg-of-european-youth-gran-prix-20172018/


NL  MAY  201 8   EUROPEAN  CHESS  UNION  

  4 

Ju Wenjun  became Women's World  Chess Champion! 

The 17th FIDE Women's World  Chess Championship took place from  2nd-20th  May in 

China. The first  part  of the Championship (5 rounds)  were played in Shanghai, while the 

second part  of the event took place in Chongqing. 

The match for  the title  of FIDE Women's World  Chess Champion, played between Ju 

Wenjun,  the challenger, and Tan Zhongyi, defender of the World  Chess Champion title,  

was intense until  the last round.  Tan Zhongyi, with  black pieces, played for  a win  to 

proceed into  the tiebreak matches, while Ju Wenjun needed only a draw.  

Eventually, even though the challenger had a winning  position,  the last game of the 

match ended in a peaceful manner, draw, and the match ended with  result 5.5-4.5 in 

favor of the challenger of the match, China received the title  for  the 6th time and Ju 

Wenjun was crowned as new Women's World  Chess Champion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Closing ceremony of the event, which took place on 19th May was attended by Vice-

president of the FIDE,  Boris Kutin,  Vice-President of FIDE, president of Belarus Chess 

Federation and member of ECU Educational  Commission, Mrs. Anastasia Sorokina, 

president of China Chess Association, Yang Jun'an, deputy-director  of the China National  

general administration  of sports chess sports management center, Vice-president of the 

China chess association, Coach of the China national  team, Ye Jiangchuan, director  of the 

China National  general administration  of sports, chess sports management center Chess 

office, secretary general of the Chine chess association Tian Hongwei, and Chongqing city 

Leaders.  

 

 

 

 

Official  Website  

http://china2018.fide.com/en/main-page
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Altibox  Norway Chess 2018 

The 6th edition  of one of the strongest world  chess tournaments  has started and takes 

place from  26th May to 10th June 2018, in  Stavanger, Norway. 

The event features 10 of the world  top 13 chess players: #1Carlsen Magnus (NOR, 2843), 

#2 Caruana Fabiano (USA, 2822), #3 Mamedyarov Shakhriayar (AZE, 2808),  #5 Ding 

Liren  (CHN, 2791), #6 Vachier-Lagrave Maxime (FRA, 2789), #7 Karjakin  Sergey (RUS, 

2782), #8  Wesley So (USA, 2778), #10 Nakamura Hikaru  (USA, 2769), #12 Levon 

Aronian  (ARM, 2764) and Viswanathan Anand (IND,  2760). 

 

Before the start  of the main event, visitors  had the opportunity  to join  the simultaneous 

exhibition  by Wesley So. After  that,  on 27th of May, the participants  of Altibox  Norway 

Chess 2018 played the Blitz  opening. After  9 played rounds, the winner  of the blitz  event 

became Wesley So with  6 points, who, as the winner,  has the right  to choose his starting  

number for  the main event. The second place went to Nakamura Hikaru  with  5.5 points, 

and the third  place came to Viswanathan Anand with  the same score, 5.5/9.  

Blitz  ranking  list  

The main event has started on the 28th  of May. The main event is played in 9 rounds, 

according to Round Robin system, with  the total  prize fund 250.000  EUR, with  75.000 

EUR reserved for  the Winner.  If  the Winner  is not determined  after 9 played rounds, the 

players who tie for  the top will  play the playoffs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Official  Website 


