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lvan Saricis the European ChessChampion
2018!

lvan Saric (CRO, 2657) triumphed at the 18th European Individual ChessChampionship
with 8.5 points after defeating Navara David (CZE, 2737) in the last round to emerge over
the runner -ups and to be the sole Winner of the Championship.
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The battle for the top wasintense until the last minutes of the Championship which reflects on the
fact that sevenplayers tie for the secondplace. According to the tiebreak system, the silver medal
went to Wojtaszek Radoslav (POL, 2738) and the bronze cameto Sjugirov Sanan(RUS, 2652).

The event was officially closed at the Closing Ceremony, which took place on 28th of March. The
Closing Ceremony was attended by the President of the European Chess Union, Mr. Zurab
Azmaiparashvili, ECU Secretary General, Mr. Theodoros Tsorbatzoglou, the Chairman of the
Government of Adjara, Mr. Zurab Pataradze, the Finance Minister of Latvia, Mrs. Dana
Reizniece-Ozola, the Georgian Deputy Minister of Culture and Sport, Mr. Shalva Gogoladze,the
member of the ECU Educational Commission and the President of Belarus Chess Federation,
Mrs. Anastasia Sorokina, the Vice President of FIDE and President of the Turkish Chess
Federation, Mrs. Gulkiz Tulay, and others distinguished chessfigures.

The European Individual ChessChampionship 2018, which took place from 16th-29th March in
Batumi, Georgia, participated over 300 players from 34 European federations, among whom 135
Grandmasters, 56 International masters, 6 Women Grand Masters, 1 Women International

Master, and in total 254 titled players.

Many female players used the opportunity to compete in one of the strongest European
Individual Chess Championships ever. The best women player of the event was Stefanova
Antoaneta (ECU, 2481), who scored 6.5 points and finished the event as93rd. The secondwomen
player became Goryachkina Alexandra (RUS, 2491) with 6 points, followed by Arabidze Meri
(GEO, 2369), Girya Olga (RUS, 2482) and Danielian Elina (ARM, 2413) eachwith 5.5 points.
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The best ranked Junior players are: Sarana Alexey (RUS, 2577) and Shevchenko Kirill (UKR,
2545) with 7.5 points each, followed by Hakobyan Aram (ARM, 2497), Nguyen Thai Dai Van
(CZE, 2517)and Esipenko Andrey (RUS, 2581) with 7 points each.

The best ranked Senior players are: Smirin llia (ISR, 2594) with 6.5 points, Beliavsky Alexander
(SLO, 2537), Khalifman Alexander (RUS, 2614), Minasian Artashes (ARM, 2467) and Krasenkow
Michael (POL, 2644) with the samescore of 6 points.

23 players qualified for the next World Chess Cup, among them well known European Grand
masters, but also a few surprises, such as 19 years old and very talented International master
Santos Ruiz Miguel (ESP, 2488), 18 years old Sarana Alexey (RUS, 2577), or 21 years old Yuffa
Danil (RUS, 2521)who's starting rank position was 123!

Final Ranking List

Even 21 players achieved FIDE titles norms and the list of those players is available here.

The Championship had a total prize fund of 100.000 EUR, and was played as 1tround Swiss
System tournament, with time control 90 minutes for 40 moves, followed by 30 minutes for the
rest of the game+30 secondsincrement per move, starting from move one.

European Individual ChessChampionship 2018 tagged impressive live and media coveragewith
104 gamesin live transmission together with a live commentary given by GM Mikhalchishin
Adrian and Keti Trsatsalashvili who hosted many guestsduring the live commentary.

During the event, many side events were organized, such asthe simul on 24 boards played by the
President of the European ChessUnion, Mr. Zurab Azmaiparashvili, on the rest day.

Players and the organizers of the evert also joined the tradition made by the organization "World
Down Syndrom Day", on the 21stMarch, and expressedthe solidarity in an original way.

During the event, the ECU Board hold the 1stmeeting in 2018, which took place on 26th and 27th
March, in Hotel Sheraton, Batumi, Georgia.

The European Individual ChessChampionship 2018 was organized by the government of Georgia,
the government of Adjara Autonomous Republic, Thilisi City Hall, Georgian Chess Federation,
under the auspicesof ECU.

Official Website of the event



http://chess-results.com/tnr295754.aspx?lan=1&art=1&rd=11&turdet=YES&flag=30
http://www.europechess.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/titlenorms.xls
http://www.e2e4.ge/
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European ACPWomen's Rapid and Blitz Chess
Championship 2018 concluded in Thilisi, Georgia

European ACP Women's Rapid and Blitz ChessChampionship 2018 took place from 29th March-
1stApril, in Thilisi, Gergia, with participation of 78 players from 16 European federations.

The first on the schedulewasthe European ACP Women's Rapid ChessChampionship, which was
played on 30th and 31stMarch, in Hotel lota, asthe official venue of the event. After two daysand
11rounds, five players tied for the first place, each with 8 points. According to the tiebreak
system, Paehtz Elizabeth (GER, 2475 Rapid rtg) became the new European ACP Rapid Chess
Champion, while the second place went to Bodnaruk Anastasia (RUS, 2425 Rapid rtg) and
Muzychuk Anna (UKR, 2611Rapid rtg) took bronze.

Final standings-Rapid

The Blitz competition took place on the 1stof April, and was played in 13rounds. The title of the
European ACP Women's Blitz Chess Champion came to Muzychuk Anna (UKR, 2545 Blitz rtg)
who reached 10 points to be the sole Winner of the Championship. Three players tied for the
silver, but the besttiebreaks had Paehtz Elizabeth (GER, 2648 Blitz rtg) who took silver, while the
third place cameto SockoMonika (POL, 2314 Blitz rtg).

Final Standings- Blitz

The total prize fund of the event was 25.000 EUR, with 14.500 EUR reserved for the Rapid
Championship and 6.000 EUR reservedfor the Blitz Championship.

The event was organized by government of Georgia, the Thilisi City Hall, the Georgian Chess
Federation and the Association of ChessProfessionals, under the auspicesof ECU.


http://chess-results.com/tnr330126.aspx?lan=1&art=1&rd=11&turdet=YES&flag=30
http://chess-results.com/tnr330126.aspx?lan=1&art=1&rd=11&turdet=YES&flag=30

